
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN   55401 

(507)202-1100 
 

 
 
May 11, 2016 

VIA U. S. AND ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Darrel Nitschke, Executive Director  
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
State Capitol Building, Dept. 408 
600 East Boulevard 
Bismarck, ND  58505-0480 
 

Re: XCEL ENERGY’S COURTENAY WIND PROJECT- SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES 
 CASE NO.’S PU-13-64 AND PU-15-174 

  
Dear Mr. Nitschke: 
 
Northern States Power Co., (Xcel Energy or the Company) herewith summarizes constructive 
changes that are proposed to be made to the design of Courtenay Wind Farm since the Notice to 
Proceed (NTP) was provided in September of 2015.  These design revisions are being made to 
better facilitate farming activities, assist with future project maintenance, accommodate requests 
by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and/or reduce costs.  This letter documents the 
changes for the Commission in accordance with the Commission’s Order in Case No. PU-13-64. 
   
Design changes have occurred to the location of Turbine 66, the access roads, the crane routes, 
the Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition (SCADA) fiber, and the collection line. Following 
is a brief summary of the design changes: 

• Turbine 66 has been shifted back to its previously approved, pre-microsited position due 
to poor soil conditions.   

• Two access roads have been added within previously approved survey corridors.  
• Alternate crane routes have been surveyed for cultural significance and a concurrence 

letter of no impact has been received from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). 
• The end of the SCADA Fiber will now run from Turbine 46 to the O&M Building. 

Additional cultural surveys were completed and a concurrence letter of no impact has been 
received from SHPO. 

• Collection line design has been changed to accommodate requests by the USFWS, to 
reduce impact on farming activities, to assist with future maintenance activities, and to 
reduce costs. Additional cultural surveys have been completed and we are currently 
awaiting a concurrence letter from SHPO. 

 
The attached documents identifying these proposed changes are as follows:  

Exhibit A - Courtenay PSC Map Updates 
Exhibit B - PSC CWF Detailed Design Changes Table 
Exhibit C - Turbine 66 Map.   
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The surveyed structure and location of the Collector Substation are attached and provided in 
accordance with the Commission’s Order as follows: 

Exhibit C - Substation Parcel 
Exhibit D - Substation Layout and Landscape Plan. 

  
For all the items identified above, the USFWS has reviewed the project survey reports and 
determined that there are no permanent impacts to any protected wetlands located within USFWS 
wetland easements and the Courtenay Wind Project continues to be compliant with the Wetland 
Special Use Permit that was Issued by USFWS in 2015.  Finally, no exclusion or avoidance areas 
have been impacted due to the identified changes above. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/S/ 
 
AMANUEL HAILE 
PROJECT ENGINEER 
 
 
Enclosures 
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